Estimating pre-harvest alfalfa quality using the forage quality stick (PEAQ)

STEP 1:
Choose a representative 2 square foot area in the field.

STEP 2:
Determine the stage of the most mature stem in the 2 sq. ft. area using the following criteria:

Vegetative:
Stem is more than 12 inches tall with no visible buds or flowers.

Bud:
Nodes have visible buds; no flowers or seed pods present.

Early Flower:
1 or more nodes have open flowers.

STEP 3:
Select the tallest stem in the 2 sq. ft. area.  Measure it on the correct maturity scale (from step 2) by placing the stick at the soil surface and determining RFQ at the tip of the stem (NOT the tip of the highest leaf). Note that the tallest stem may not be the most mature stem. Measure carefully, making sure stick is next to stem.

STEP 4:
Repeat Steps 1 to 3 in five representative areas across the field. Sample more times for fields larger than 30 acres.

NOTES:
This procedure estimates alfalfa Relative Forage Quality of the standing crop and does not account for changes in quality due to drying, harvesting, and storage. These factors may further lower RFQ by 15 to 25 points, assuming good wilting and harvesting conditions.  Testing forage quality after baling or ensiling is recommended.


This procedure assumes normal growth.  If growth is affected by nutrient deficiency, insects or diseases results may not be accurate.


This procedure is most accurate for good stands of pure alfalfa with healthy growth.
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